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 Immigrant Investor Programme and Start-up Entrepreneur 

Programme 
 

Introduction 

 

The Department of Justice, Equality and Defence (the “Department”) has recently introduced 

two new immigration initiatives aimed at facilitating non-EEA migrant entrepreneurs and 

investors who, in return for permission to reside in the State, are prepared to invest in 

Ireland. 

The new initiatives are known as: 

 The Immigrant Investor Programme; and 

 The Start-up Entrepreneur Programme. 

 

 

 Immigrant Investor Programme 
 

The purpose of the Immigrant Investor Programme is to enable non-EEA nationals and their 

families who commit to an approved investment in Ireland to acquire a secure residency 

status in Ireland. 

 

Application Requirements for the Immigrant Investor Programme 

 
In order to be considered for the programme, an investor must propose an investment in one 

or more of the following eligible investment options:-  

 

1. A once off endowment of a minimum of €500,000 to a public project benefiting 

the arts, sports, health, culture or education.  

 

2. A minimum €1,000,000 aggregate investment into new or existing Irish 

registered businesses headquartered in Ireland for a minimum of three years 

and which supports the creation or maintenance of employment. Funding by 

the investor through the intermediary of a venture capital fund will be 

considered provided that it can be demonstrated that the net effect is at least 

equivalent to that of a direct investment.  
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3. A minimum €2,000,000 investment in a special low interest 5 year immigrant 

investor bond. There will be one interest payment of 5.1% at the end of the 5 

year investment period and this is equal to an annual equivalent interest rate 

of 1% (AER). 

  

4. A minimum €1,000,000 mixed investment consisting of €500,000 in property 

and €500,000 in immigrant investor bonds. Property investments will be 

evaluated on their merits by reference to their contribution to the public 

interest and job creation. In certain circumstances, where the overall 

investment in property is over €1,000,000 and considered to be of particular 

benefit to the State, a bond investment may not be necessary. 

 

The application will be considered by an independent evaluation committee who will 

recommend to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence (the “Minister”) as to whether or 

not the applicant should be accepted to the scheme. It should be noted that merely meeting 

the financial thresholds set out above does not guarantee approval, the evaluation 

committee must be satisfied that the proposal is in the public interest. 

 

Successful applicants and their nominated family members can expect to receive residence 

permission for five years.  An initial permission will be granted for two years and following a 

review at that point to ensure the investor is continuing to meet the conditions of the scheme 

(i.e. the investment has not been withdrawn, they continue to be law abiding and self 

sufficient), a further period of three years will be granted.  After this initial five year period, 

the investor will be free to apply for residence in five year tranches.  The investor is not 

required to establish actual residence in Ireland. The Immigrant Investment Programme is 

about rights of residence that the investor may exercise as their business and family needs 

dictate.  No minimum residence requirement is set other than the stipulation that the persons 

concerned should visit Ireland at least once in every twelve month period. 

 

 

 Start-up Entrepreneur Programme 
 

The purpose of the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme is to enable non-EEA nationals and 

their families who commit to a high potential start up business (as defined below) in Ireland 

to acquire a secure residency status in Ireland. The scheme is not intended for retail, 

personal services, catering or other businesses of this nature. The Department’s existing 

immigration channel referred to as the "Business Permission Scheme" remains available to 

this sort of enterprise.  
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Application Requirements for the Start-up Entrepreneur Programme 

The applicant must invest in a high potential start up business which is defined as a start-up 

venture that is: 

 Introducing a new or innovative product or service to international markets. 

 Capable of creating 10 jobs in Ireland and realising €1,000,000 in sales within three to 

four years of starting up. 

 Led by an experienced management team. 

 Headquartered and controlled in Ireland. 

 Less than six years old. 

 

Applicants are required to demonstrate access to secured funding of €75,000 for their 

business.  

 

The application will be considered by an independent evaluation committee who will 

recommend to the Minister as to whether or not the applicant should be accepted to the 

scheme. It should be noted that merely meeting the financial thresholds set out above does 

not guarantee approval. The evaluation committee must be satisfied that the proposal is 

genuinely innovative and has significant export potential. 

 

Successful applicants and their nominated family members can expect to receive residence 

permission for five years.  An initial permission will be granted for two years and following a 

review at that point to ensure the investor is continuing to meet the conditions of the scheme 

(i.e. the Start-up business remains in operation, the applicant continues to be law abiding 

and self sufficient), a further period of three years will be granted.  After this initial five year 

period, the investor will be free to apply for residence in five year tranches.   
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 CONTACT US 
 

Our Offices 

Dublin 
33 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay 
Dublin 2 
Ireland 
Tel: +353 1 667 0022 
Fax: +353 1 667 0042 
 
 
Cayman Islands 
Hibiscus Way, Grand Pavilion 
West Bay Road, PO Box 775 
Grand Cayman KY1-9006 
Cayman Islands 
Tel: +1 345 949 0022 
Fax: +1 345 945 0042 
 
 
Hong Kong 
Room 604  
6/F, Printing House 
6 Duddell Street 
Central 
Hong Kong  
Tel: +852 35210352 
 
New York 
245 Park Avenue 
39th Floor  
New York, NY 10167 
United States 
Tel: +1 212 792 4166 
Fax: +1 212 792 4167 
 
Tokyo 
12th Floor, 
Yurakucho Itocia Building 
2-7-1 Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-0006, Japan 
Tel: +813 6860 4885 
Fax: +813 6860 4501 
 
 
e-mail: enquiries@dilloneustace.ie 
website: www.dilloneustace.ie 

 

Contact Points 

For more details on how we can help  
you, to request copies of most recent 
newsletters, briefings or articles, or 
simply to be included on our mailing 
list going forward, please contact any 
of the team members below. 
 
Lorcan Tiernan 
E-mail: Lorcan.Tiernan@dilloneustace.ie 
Tel : + 353 1 673 1736 
Fax: + 353 1 667 0042 
 
Adrian Benson 
E-mail: Adrian.Benson@dilloneustace.ie 
Tel : + 353 1 673 1705 
Fax: + 353 1 667 0042 
 
Sarah Maguire 
E-mail: Sarah.Maguire@dilloneustace.ie 
Tel : + 353 1 677 1866 
Fax: + 353 1 667 0042 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: 
This document is for information purposes only and 
does not purport to represent legal advice. If you 
have any queries or would like further information 
relating to any of the above matters, please refer to 
the contacts above or your usual contact in Dillon 
Eustace. 
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